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ANNUAL
MEETING

... Marty Noonan, Pres.

SATURDAY ... AUGUST 8th, 2020
Place:
Via:
Time:

Your Home
ZOOM meeting
8:30

According to the Lake Association By-Laws, the
Annual Meeting will be the public forum for the
adoption of the 2021 Budget. The August meeting
will also be for the nomination of our “Volunteer
of the Year” award for a lake resident who has
contributed to the association’s goals this past
year. You can submit nominations to the Community Relations Committee at wbtlakes@gmail.com.
Also the Annual Meeting will provide an opportunity for members to express comments and concerns. 300 Club ticket drawing will be held with
6 lucky winners of $100 each and two for $500.
Winner of the Photo Contest will be announced.
For details on how to join the meeting via ZOOM!
See Pg. 2

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
AUGUST 2019

Aug 2, 9, 16, 23 - Bible Camp Worship
on the Beach - 9:20a.
Aug 6, 13, 20, 27 - Music on the River - P7
Aug 8 WBT Assn. Annual Meeting - P2
Aug 18 Flotilla - 5p - Garfield Park - P2
Aug 20 Kayak Club - Relay Run around WBT
... see Page 7
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HEALTHY
LAKES
PROGRAM
2020

,,, Mike Seidl

Wisconsin’s Healthy
Lakes Program provides
the opportunity for the
Lake Association to apply for a grant on behalf
of waterfront landowners to install relatively
simple and inexpensive “Best Practices” benefiting
habitat and water quality. Earlier this year, we
submitted our first Healthy Lakes Grant Application and have been awarded part of our Grant
Request
For 2021, we will continue our Healthy Lakes
Program and would like to expand it with more
landowner participation. If you are contemplating
an upcoming 2021 landscaping or other project,
we ask that you consider working with the Lake
Association Healthy Lakes Committee to apply
for a possible reimbursement of part of your
project costs.
Best Practices include:
• 350 square feet native plantings
• Rain Garden
• Diversion Practice(s)
• Infiltration Practice(s)
• Fish Sticks
The full 2021 Healthy Lakes Program Announcement and related materials are available on the
website: wbtlakes.com under the Lake Protection
tab. Additional information highlighting current
projects will appear in a future Lake Scene
39th Year of Publication

THE LAKE SCENE

SECCHI DISK READINGS

... Ryan Hanson

Editor: .................................... Kathy Mortensen
kathy@lakewapogasset.com 715-497-0200
Publisher: ............................. Mort’s Marina
Contributors:
The Phantom Fishermen .. David Vrieze &
George Thomas
Lake Association: ............. Marty Noonan, Pres.

6/28/20 6/25/19 6/22/18

Wapogasset:
Temp 3’
30’
Difference:
DO at 3’
15’
30’
Secchi

THE LAKE SCENE is published for Lake Wapogasset
and Bear Trap residents and is delivered to the
door of every homeowner by Lake Association Trustees.
The next issue will be delivered Labor Day wknd.
All 2020 issues can be seen
ONLINE at LakeWapogasset.com

Bear Trap:
Temp 3’
20’
Difference:
DO at 3’
15’
20’
Secchi

WBT Lake Improvement Association

Join fellow lake residents via ZOOM and discover
the many ways YOUR lake association is working
on YOUR behalf to ensure our lakes thrive!
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The WI DNR has resumed full lake monitoring activities including collecting water samples
and sending them into the state lab for analysis
of total phosphorus and chlorophyll. The June
monitoring of the full lake properties took place
on 6/28, the day prior to a heavy rainfall.

The WBT Flotilla
is planned (weather
permitting) for
Tuesday, August 18
at a start time of
5pm meeting at Garfield Park. The current Covid19 issues call for social distancing as well as other
precautions that should be managed by the participants. I am sure everyone is familiar and will
follow best practices. Bring your own drinks and
snacks for your boat. If you need to be picked up
at the landing at Garfield, please be there around
4:45pm and stand at the end of the dock and
wave. Someone will pick you up.

• Dial by your location: Chicago: 1 312 626 6799
• Meeting ID: 910 4448 2160
• Passcode: 690504
WBT Assn. website: wbtlakes.com/events.html
Facebook page: wbtlakeasso
for current event schedule and other pertinent
information about Your Association.
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• Sign up for Zoom at: https://zoom.us/j/
91044482160?pwd=aVJwcONsMmE3cFFyNFhGbl
ZPMTl3UT09.

clip coupon

Events on FACEBOOK & lakewapogasset.com!
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Here’s how to join in on the Annual Meeting via
ZOOM ...

WE DELIVER NOW
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The lake level at the dam was 3.90, down
from 4.16 in May. The water temperature is
up about 6• over last year at the same time.

August 8, 2020
ZOOM Meeting
Time: 8:30a.m.

715.268.5005
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MEMBERSHIP TOTALS
489 07-21-2020
492 07-13-2019
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Receive $5 OFF your bill of $25 or more!

Check out Daily our Fresh
Homemade Weekly Specials

SPLASH 3 - 2019
FACT or RUMOR: SAVAGE SUNFISH ATTACKS
ON BEAR TRAP LAKE?
Bear Trap’s Jen Leffler reports that several of
her male neighbors have experienced nipple-nibbling Sunfish attacks. “It was dusk, and I heard
a lot of yelling down by the docks and when I got
there, a bunch of guys were slapping their chests,
claiming they were being gnawed on by schools of
nasty Sunnies. Is there anything I can do?” Well,
Jen, we suggest having the boys pop ‘em off and
fry ‘em up in an egg and crushed saltine cracker
batter. Delicious!

COMPLETE TRANSPARENCY ...
If there’s any truth to the above story, we want
the record to be PERFECTLY clear: We have
NEVER advocated nor supported fishing for ANY
fish species with ANY particular body part.

Having said that, for those who insist on using
this technique, know that Wisconsin has no
restriction on this type of fishing UNLESS you
have three nipples - and that will put you in violation of the “over the maximum number of lures
in the water” regulation. Now another couple of
hints for you: when the Sunnies are deep, you’re
going to have to hold your breath for quite a
while. Also, if they start to slow down, take a
scissors to that silly fur hat your wife has in the
closet and paste a couple of small bucktails on
yourself. But be careful!
OKAY ... LET’S GET SERIOUS...
We know our secret spy, No-name Ed, isn’t going
to be pan fishing in chest-deep water - unless
he’s in his boat. And besides, Ed reports that
he’s fishing on the outside of the deepest weed
beds for the nice Bluegills, and that’s 14-18’.
He’s using a Swedish Pimple (google it - it’s NOT
a Northern European skin problem) with waxies
or spikes or a 1/32 oz. jig with small to medium
leeches. He also reports that with the hot
weather, rain and water temps of 78-80•, it’s almost unethical to hunt Muskies. When the temps
drop, he’ll be trolling 10” Jakes, Headlock and
Mattlocks (sounds like a law firm - Google those,
too) in or just above the thermocline. In the last
hour of daylight, you might try throwing some
#10 bucktails over the rocks and sand bars.
By the way, we haven’t said much about Bass,
but there are LOTS of them around. We like
Red Shad plastic worms, Texas rigged off deep
weeds. But for fun - and assuming you can cast
accurately enough to avoid ripping life canopies fish the docks at dawn with white-skirted spinnerbaits. See last story.
WHERE ARE THE WALLEYES?
They’re right here on Wapogasset according to
Dan Kupfer. He netted this nifty Walleye that
(Pg. 6)

• Pruning of deciduous,
conifers & shrubery
• Removal of dead or
undesirable trees
• Cabling for structural
weakness

nrtree.com

Commercial • Residential
New Richmond, WI

• Climbing hard to
reach trees
• Turf friendly
stump grinding
• Wood chip delivery
• Brush Removal

JULY 4th 2020 ... on WAPOGASSET BEAR TRAP
The SUMMER of 2020 will be remembered for all the things that
‘couldn’t happen’ and ‘shouldn’t happen’ ... but on WBT we tried hard
to be sure that several fun-family JULY 4th activities WOULD
HAPPEN! ... and for the evening of July 3rd, we were all able to
sit back - relax - and let the beauty of our lakes rejuvenate us and
make us remember how blessed we all are to be here.

LIGHT UP THE LAKE

FIREWORKS

BOAT PARADE

LIGHT UP THE LAKE ... once again WBT families and friends gathered on their frontage to witness
a spectacular sight ... our beautiful lakes rimmed with a hazy-red GLOW! Whether it was your ‘first’
time seeing our lakes ‘light-up” or your 33rd time, it’s something that you look forward to year after
year after year!
FIREWORKS ... were they AMAZING or what!!! Every year they just keep getting better and better
... and last longer and longer! THANKS to the many residents who help make this happen by sending
donations to the Sanitary District.
... and ... if you happened to be out cruising at dusk on the 4th (south Wapogasset) I’m sure you were
pleasantly surprised to see another spectacular fireworks display behind the Marina. THANK YOU,
Marina Drive family ... it was grand!
BOAT PARADE ... by Karen Ohm There were 17 entrants and a few extra! The group gathered by
the YMCA Camp and headed toward Waterside and the judges station. Patrons helped the parade
committee rank the floats and trophies and gift certificates were awarded to all. Top winners:
1st Place: Wydeven Family

2nd Place: Sturm/Caffrey

3rd Place: Gackstetter/Toscano

clip coupon

clip coupon

Specializing in Old-Fashioned Ice Cream Treats
Fresh Ground Espresso Drinks
and Gourmet Coffee

Downtown Amery - next to Chet’s
Open Daily Until 10:pm
present coupon for .50 off any item over $1

clip coupon Exp. 12/20`

Amery’s Full-Service Pharmacy
Drug Store & Gift Shop
In the Heart of Downtown Amery

715-268-8121

www.chetjohnsondrug.com

New Construction • Remodeling • Additions
• Siding • Roofing • References • Insured

715.263.3796

cell: 715.491.0435

Gary Bruce

WBT 5k RUN ... by Mike Lyner ... Since 1983 (with a 1 year break in 2013) the WBT Runs have been
held on the 4th of July ... and this year we did it again ... for its 37th year!! However, in keeping with
the rest of 2020 so far, it was a little different than in the past ... a virtual self-timed event. Between 1st and 4th July, 34 people decided to run or walk (and some toddlers biked) the 5k course,
emailing their times to the race coordinator. Results were emailed to all participants, with participation medals made available for pickup at the Deronda trailhead. An optional $5.00 per runner donation
raised $55 to be split between the WBT Lake Association and the Friends of Stower Seven Lakes
State Trail. This year all expenses were donated.
Results: 1st Place: Troy Miller (22:09) and Natalie Miller (23:59)
2nd Place: Henry Raether (23:45) and Annie Weinheimer (20:29)
3rd Place: Mike Knudson (23:51) and Anne Gardner (25:56)
The runs began in 1983, coordinated by the Ohm Family with sponsorship and start/finish area provided by Mort’s Marina. This continued from 1983 until 1998 (with turtle races being added in 1987 and
minnow races shortly thereafter). In 1999 the Marina could no longer host the event as townhouses
were being built at the property; hence the move to the YMCA Camp through 2012, yet still coordinated/sponsored by Ohm/Marina. There was no race in 2013, but in 2014 Anne Gardner (Nancy Lyner’s
daughter) with her friend Molly Polding (Barb/Milt Sunde’s daughter) decided to ‘pick up the ball” with
the Lake Association sponsoring the Runs and Turtle Races. The runs moved to the Stower Trail from
the Deronda trailhead, and the Turtle Races, Kids’ Dash and Cake Walk moved to Garfield Park. Mike
and Nancy (Okerman) Lyner covered for Anne and Molly this year due to COVID complications!
We will be back again next year, hopefully in our ‘normal’ mode!

SANITARY DISTRICT

... working for you

by Dave Erspamer/Heidi Erspamer
The 2020 Curly Leaf Pondweed (CLP) harvesting
season wrapped up on June 30th with a total of
97 loads and 281 tons of CLP removed from our
lakes. In addition to thanking our four hardworking harvester operators - who were out on
our lakes every weekday (weather permitting),
we would also like to express our appreciation to
Commissioner Denny Badman and to Neil Pickard
who co-managed the harvesting program for the
Sanitary District this year. A special thank you,
also, to Barry Eklund who serves as the Lake
Association CLP harvesting liaison.

It is hard to believe that another fantastic 4th of
July is already behind us. We were blessed with
beautiful weather and an amazing fireworks
display! A huge THANK YOU to everyone who
donated to make the fireworks possible (see Lake
Scene insert). It was another record-breaking year
for donations. We have already begun planning for
next year. Look for the 2021 date(s) in the next
Lake Scene.
CERTIFIED HEALTH COACH

LLC
LANDSCAPING • RETAINING WALLS
• ROCK SHORELINES • BRICK PAVERS
SHORELINE RESTORATIONS + MUCH MORE

715-491-7195

www.munsonplumbing.com

MARK OMAN

omanmm@amerytel.net

805B 115th St.
Amery, Wi.
54001

C.O.P.E.

• weight loss
• nutrition
• healthy eating

Guiding People to Optimal Health
Meredith and Mark Oman
715-554-0931

cont from P3
KATHY’S CELL:

715•497•0200

AUGUST HOURS: Saturday: 10a - 4p
Sunday: 11a - 4p
REMEMBER: If you need gas call my cell at
715-497-0200 - if it’s RAINING - WINDY or
miserable we won’t be open ... look for the flag!

rulered out at 28 inches! We can’t know where
he caught this beauty or on what, but somebody
should follow him around to find out. Remember,
if he’s like many other awesome anglers, he may
be rather secretive about where he’s angling.

LAST CALL

for Solid Wood ...
Lazer-etched
Lake Signs.
The final order for
2020 will be placed
soon. Stop by the
Marina to order.
3 sizes available:
• 11-1/4 x 19: $85 *
• 14 x 24:
$105
•22-1/2 x 38: $235
* one off-white in stock.

OUR READERS ASK...
Wapogasset’s Barb Sunde asks, “If I spot Dan
and start to follow him, should I do it in reverse
so he thinks I’m going the other way?” Actually,
we’re not sure about that, Barb. But have you
thought about maybe taking up knitting or perhaps increasing your nap time to take your mind
off things?
OUR OTHER READER ASKS...

715-268-7213

Hope you enjoyed
another fun afternoon
on the water with
Ethan Bergstrom
THANKS, Ethan
and THANKS, Ryan!

18 holes $44 tax incl. 9 holes $28 tax incl.
After 3pm $32.50 (tax and cart included)

Bear Trap’s Val Pap asks, “I saw my neighbor,
Craig Cook, down at the
dock at daybreak. Do you
know what he’s doing? Well
Val, it looks to us like he
was taking a selfie with a
stuffed Bass. However, he
claims he caught this one
on a Muskie lure ... but then
you know Craig!

Call for a FREE estimate

715-501-8561

AUGUST 2020
... FARMERS MAKET ... June to October
Locally grown fresh produce and more. Live
music, food stands and a beer garden. Soo Line
Pavilion on Keller Ave. Mon 3-6p and Sat 9a-12p

RECKLESS OPERATION: Creating a hazard-

ous wake, failure to yield right of way, operating
in a reckless manner or using unreasonable speed
are all illegal acts. Operating under the influence
or with a detectable amount of a restricted controlled substance can result in fines, an arrest or
both. Fine: $162.50 to $452.50 and can result in
an arrest and criminal charges.

... MUSIC ON THE RIVER - AUGUST 6,
13, 20, and 27. At Michael Park (behind Dairy
Queen in Amery)

SAFETY•SAFETY•SAFETY
UNDERAGE OPERATION: EVERY operator

born since January 1st 1989 must possess (on
the boat) an approved Boater’s Safety Certificate. Persons under 12yr MAY NOT operate a
PWC. Persons between 10-12yr may operate a
boat only with direct parental supervision. Persons 12+ may operate a boat if they have their
Boater’s Safety Certificate on board.
Fine: $162.70

PWC SPECIFIC RULES: PWC’s may not be

operated at greater than Slow-No-Wake speed
within 200’ of shore or within 100’ of another
vessel, dock, raft, pier, buoyed area or person water skiing. PWC’s may NOT be operated
between sunset and sunrise. PWC’s may tow a
skier/tube rider if the PWC is designed for at
least 3 occupants and is carrying a spotter OR
if it is equipped with WIDE ANGLE REAR VIEW
MIRRORS and is designed for at least two occupants. The PWC MUST have at least one empty
seat while towing. More than one skier or tube
rider is permitted. All persons riding on or being
pulled by a PWC must wear a Coast Guard Approved Personal Flotation Device. PWC’s MUST
possess a fire extinguisher and operators must
use safety lanyard. Fines: $175.30 to $200.50.

FOR SALE: 2 sets of older
bunk beds for $25 each
set. 715-821-0736.

KAYAK CLUB ... here on WBT!!!
. 				

The WBT Kayak Club keeps growing and growing
... and they’re hoping to expand it even more.
An upcoming August adventure is The Bear
Trap-Wapo Kayak Relay! That event is scheduled for Aug.20 (raindate: 27th) and will be
a relay around both lakes. It will begin at the
far end of Bear Trap and team members will be
spaced out along the shoreline of the two lakes
... a “baton” will be passed from kayak to kayak
as they make their way along the route. The
finish will be at Waterside where we will
celebrate our achievement over lunch. Call
Elsie at 715-268-2853 for more information on
this event and all other kayaking events.

WE DO IT ALL!
•
•
•
•
•
•

BOAT SPECIFIC: Boats must possess suf-

ficient PFD’s for all passengers (including paddle
boards) Boats must have a competent spotter
in the boat or be equipped with WIDE ANGLE
REAR VIEW MIRROR (new in 2018) when towing skiers. NO boat may use blue lights of any
kind and cannot use any flashing lights. Fines:
$162.50 to $200.50
... cont. next column ...

... Elsie Rivard

Custom Cabinetry
Countertops
Flooring
Window Treatment
Wallpaper
Kitchen and Bath Fixtures

Professional Sales and Installation
551 State Hwy. 46
715-268-4663

SHOWROOM HOURS:
Mon-Fri: 9a - 5p and by Appt.

... celebrating the joy of lake life

visit

... Marty Noonan
HELLO from Bear Trap Lake. The Fourth of
July weekend was one of the busiest boating weekends I can remember, with families,
fishermen, pontoons, ski boats, wake boats,
paddle boards, kayakers, personal watercraft and even some paddle boats of yore all
vying for a position of fun and relaxation on
the water. The weather was fabulous and
everyone took advantage of it. There were
more than one large congregation of boats
anchored for swimming, floating and social
interaction. I guess being cooped up over
the last four months spurred the need to
gather! “Light Up The Lake” was another
success, with only one property that I saw
jumping the fun at 9pm with their flares instead of the 9:45pm start time published in
The Lake Scene! All the feedback I received
was that this year’s Fireworks were the
BEST EVER! Thanks, Sanitary District for
another great contract with those pyrotechnic geniuses!
The Balsam Lake Water Ski Show on July
11th was attended by a large crowd of lake
residents and guests both with over 80 boats
outside the perimeter and from the Waterside Bar & Grill. Brian and Teresa accommodated overflow patrons on the lawn next to
the Bar & Grill. The hour-long performance
went off like clockwork and the accompanying music and narration made the show even
more enjoyable.
Your Lake Association conducted its third
ZOOM Meeting on July 11. Discussed were
some recurring issues, the first of which
was the cut weeds floating around the lake.
This has been an age-old problem, especially
around the 4th due to heavy boat traffic
cutting up weed beds. The Harvester also
leaves some weeds uncollected in its grasp.
The Trustees and Board passed a resolution
to create a yearly lake-related scholarship
for an Amery HS student to learn about
invasive species and other lake management
problems and to stimulate youth involvement
for the future. See you on the Lake! Marty

www.LakeWapogasset.com
Ryan: 612.875.7502
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Kathy: 715.497.0200

930 Sunrise Beach Dr
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50 acres hunting land

934 Sunrise Beach

TIME FOR A NEW DOCK
Call RYAN:
612-875-7502
See the NEW dock system at the
Marina or check the one out at the
narrows. Call RYAN for more information on DH Docks &Track Systems.

