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CALENDAR OF EVENTS - AUGUST

 37th Year of Publication

Aug. 5, 12, 19, 26    Bible Camp Worship on the  
                               Beach - 9:20            
Aug. 11  Annual Meeting - YMCA -Welcome Center
Aug. 17  Music on the River - Amery (see Pg. 7)

Aug. 18   Kids’ Day at the Marina
Aug. 18   BBQ - Pie - Ice Cream Social (see Pg. 7)
Aug. 21   Flotilla - Garfield Park area - 5pm
Amery Farmers’ Market every Mon 3p-6p Sat 9-noon  

AT THE MARINA

WHEN:  August 18th
Time:  Noon until 3:00pm

KIDS’ DAY

the

LAKE WAPOGASSET BEAR TRAP ASSOCIATION

 TIME:   8:00 - Come for coffee 
   and conversation
               8:30 - Meeting begins 

Agenda:  Reports of Officers and Standing 
Committees - discussion of projects - 
adoption of a budget for 2019 - Directory 
Photo Winner Announced - 300 Club Drawing

ANNUAL 
 MEETING

FREE Cotton Candy ... 
even if you’re NOT a KID

 YMCA Camp Icaghowan - Welcome Center             
   3 miles North on Cty. C 

   MUSIC IN THE BAY
... celebrating the Marina’s 40th

...  a big THANK YOU ... to our wonderful WBT 
“family” for coming to Marina Bay on July 7th 
to help us celebrate 40 YEARS of incredible 
memories on our lake!  Mort counted about 100 
boats and many hundreds of people all enjoying 
an amazing afternoon of MUSIC - FLOATING - 
SINGING ALONG and just having ”FUN” on our 
beautiful lake!  We feel so blessed to be a part of 
this wonderful community ...  

                          THANK YOU!!!!  

     SATURDAY
AUGUST 11, 2018



THE LAKE SCENE” is published for Lake Wapogasset 
and Bear Trap residents and will be delivered to your 
door by Lake Association Trustees on weekends of:

 May 27 , June 24, July 29 and Sept. 1.  
 Copies are available at the Marina or can be seen 

ONLINE at LakeWapogasset.com

WBT Lake  Improvement Association
MEMBERSHIP 

SECCHI DISK READINGS
DATE:       7-17-18     7-19-17
Wapo:            5’             3’
Bear Trap:    10’             4’

Editor: .................................... Kathy Mortensen 
     kathy@lakewapogasset.com  715-497-0200
Contributors:
  The Phantom Fishermen .. ????? & ?????
  Lake Association:  ............. Marty Noonan, Pres.
                               ............ Committee Chairmen   
Sanitary District ................ Dave Erspamer

THE LAKE SCENE

2018 488 07-20-2018
07-21-2017461

Temp: W         80.2 73.3
           BT        79.9 77.2
Dissolved Oxygen:
           W         10.0ppm  6.9ppm
           BT         8.3  8.6

Summer is here and the lake is settling in to its 
usual state.  The clarity is declining as it does 
every season, but still is better than this date 
last year.  The Secchi disc measured 5’ in Wapo-
gasset and 10’ in Bear Trap.  This compares to 3’ 
and 4’ last year.  The recent hot weather has 
increased the water temperature way above 2017, 
but the dissolved oxygen remains above last year.  
The recorded water level has remained steady at 
around 3.9 on the DNR gauge at the dam.     

CLEAN BOATS 
      CLEAN WATERS
                       ... by Rick Bazille

300 CLUB WINNERS - 1st Drawing
Congrats to these lucky winners;
  • Dave and Suzanne Boll
  • Ron Karon
  • Bev Kohn 
  • Dan Dahms
  • Craig Heusinkveld
  • Todd Knipping
  • Paula Schmid

While we are all enjoying the hot summer weath-
er, on and in the water, it is important to remem-
ber that there are persistent threats to our wa-
ters.  Aquatic invasive species including Eurasian 
Milfoil and Zebra Mussels travel from one body 
of water to another on boats, trailers, in bilge 
water, motor water, live wells, etc.  For thirty 
years we have been threatened and yet have been 
fortunate enough to escape most of the threats.  
Why?  Lucky, I think.  But how long can our luck 
last?  You can help by cleaning your boating and 
fishing equipment before launching at or leaving a 
boat landing. 

The Lake Association and Sanitary District help 
by educating boaters at our busiest landing, 
Garfield Park.  Over the 4th of July, we passed 
out towels (provided by the Wisconsin DNR) with 
message on them, and reminded boaters of the 
importance.  With the cooperation of everyone, 
let’s see how long we can extend our “luck”. 

715.268.5005
See events on FACEBOOK & lakewapogasset.com!

 Home of the Prime Rib & Jumbo Shrimp
Thursday:   All you can eat Shrimp
Friday:       All you can eat Fish Fry
Saturday:   Prime Rib and Jumbo Shrimp
Sunday:     Diced Prime Philly Sandwich

CONGRATULATIONS to the following WBT 
Trustees/neighborhoods for 100% member-
ship!!!  Jim & Julie Andersen, Joel Ander-
son, Merl Gust, Ed Hagen, Mark Jacobson 
and Bob Whitman

Thanks to George 
and Kathy Hauser for 
sponsoring the second

Music in the Bay performance by Ethan on July
21st.  It was once again an AMAZINGLY FUN
afternoon on the water ... and congrats on your 
anniversary ... what a great way to CELEBRATE!!



nrtree.com

Commercial • Residential
New Richmond, WI

• Pruning of deciduous,
   conifers & shrubery
• Removal of dead or
   undesirable trees
• Cabling for structural
   weakness

• Climbing hard to
    reach trees
• Turf friendly
     stump grinding
• Wood chip delivery
• Brush Removal

  on the beach at the Bible Camp

9:20 a.m.

  • bring a chair   • come early for coffee

  every Sunday thru Labor Day

   SPLASH 3 - 2018

OLD FRIENDS DRIFT BY ... 
A few days ago, a couple of dear old Bear Trap 
friends trolling-motored by and couldn’t avoid 
saying “HI!” to us, since we were on floaties in 
front of their boat.  Fisher-person extraordinaire 
and dandy taxidermist, Brad Steffen, and wife 
Kari were after trophy bass - or at least Brad 
was.   Kari appeared to have had a supervisory 
role.  We asked what they were catching, but 
since Brad is a pretty tight-lipped guy, we didn’t 
expect much of a response.  But bride, Kari, im-
mediately told us that Brad had been catching 
“bunches of Bass” on “one of those yellow thin-
gies.”  Brad spoke for the first time after saying 
hello by volunteering, “it’s called a tube jig.”  Brad 
was fishing the weed edges in 12 feet of water, so 
you might want to pick up a “yellow tube thingie” 
and give it a try.  PS:  We’ve never caught any-
thing on a “yellow tube thingie” - just so you know.

IOWA ANGLER NETS A NICE ONE ...

Murray “Iowa Iron Man” Moening (son of lacal
legend, Jack “Uncle Buck” Moening) and his 
father were out trolling with white, willow-leaf 
spinnerbaits (trolling with spinnerbaits?) when 
WHAM!  Murray gets the jolt and boats a 37
inch Northern!  The 
picture is somewhat 
misleading in that it 
shows the legendary 
Uncle Buck holding 
the fish.  Seems the 
Buckster had no clue
how to take a cell phone

photo, so he and Murray switched roles.  
Murray was shocked that he’d caught this mon-
ster.  “Sheesh, a Northern??!!!  I thought there 
were only two kinds of fish ... carp and bull-
heads.”  You did say you’re from Iowa, right? 

WONDERING ABOUT WALLEYES? 

You’ll recall that we’ve enlisted the expertise of 
a secret source, much like Bernstein and Wood-
ward did, to add some real insider info to our 
columns.  Our source, who we refer to only by his 
code name, “DEEP WEED-ED,” has offered some 
up-to-date info on Walleye wheres, whats and 
hows.  According to DEEP WEED-ED, some nice 
fish (even some in the protected slot) have been 
taken in 16-25 feet of water slowly trolling spin 
rigs and crawler rigs on 1-1/2 to 2 oz. bottom 
bouncers where soft bottoms transition to hard.  
He even tells us WHERE he’s catching them, and 
that is between the Y Camp and the West Shore 
of Wapo.  So, there you are.  And if you’re not 
there, well, there you are. 

HEY, DID YOU MISS IT?

The highlight of Mort’s 40 YEARS Celebration 
was Music in the Bay!  Approximately 100 boats 
blotted Marina Bay to enjoy One-Man-Band, 
Ethan Bergstrom!!!  It was rumored that Mort, 
himself, was wandering around the spectators, 
either saying hello or
trying to troll.  So, if
you haven’t stopped
by the Marina for 
some great lake wear, 
other fare, designer 
beer and candy, you’d
better hurry up!  
Soon it’ll be 41 years 
and then what will you
do?  
 
PS:  Don’t bother
looking for one of those “yellow tube thingies” ... 

...could this
     be Mort?



Marty Noonan

Healthcare Services & Everyday
Needs From People You Know 

Amery’s Full-Service Pharmacy & Full-Line Drug Store

In the Heart of Downtown Amery
715-268-8121

www.chetjohnsondrug.com

Specializing in Old-Fashioned Ice Cream Treats
Fresh Ground Espresso Drinks 

and Gourmet Coffee  
Downtown Amery - next to Chet’s

Open Daily Until 10:pm
present coupon for .50 off any item over $1

clip coupon

clip coupon Exp. 12/18

clip  coupon

715.263.3796
cell: 715.491.0435      Gary Bruce  

5K RUN or WALK:

New Construction • Remodeling • Additions             
 • Siding • Roofing • References • Insured

                                                ... by Anne Gardner
There were 141 runners who ran in the humidity 
for the 36th Annual Wapo Bear Trap 5K Race.   
Top finishers are:  Female: Rachel Ulrich 21:21, 
Emily Pratt 21:56, Sara Phillippi 22:04.  Male: 
Jacob Brown 18:48, Rob Class 19:01, Kasey Bacso 
19:10.   Other 1st Plaee: Ellie Launstein, Caroline 
Lund, Katy Class, Shari Miller, Chichi Green, Cyrus 
Rawley, Rylan Bennett, Andrew Carlson, Troy 
Miller, Eric Ristau, George Livingston.

THE BOAT PARADE           ... by Karen Ohm

Stormy weather prevented the BOAT PARADE from 
happening on July 4th ... so at 3:00 on July 5th 7 of 
the 13 entrants showed up for a PARADE!  Gift cer-
tificates to Mort’s and Waterside were presented to 
winners:    1st Place:  BULLDOZER - Hesselink Family
                 2nd Place: Large Mouth Bath - Gould Family
                 3rd Palce: Ski School - Walker Family

BULLDOZER ... Hesselink Family

GARFIELD PARK EVENTS
... by Karen Ohm

THANKS to Jim Andersen for photos ... more 
can be seen at wbtlakes.com

The July 4th rainstorm also postponed the Garfield Family
Fun Events, but beautiful BLUE skies welcomed every-
one on the 5th at Garfield Park for the 50yd Dash, Cake 

Walk and TURTLE RACES:  Here are the DASH winners:   0-2yr:  Colton Hughes, 
Braylee Johnsen ... 3-5yr:  1st - Lennox Smith & Harper Retka, 2nd - Ben Walker 

& Brynn Felkowski,  3rd - Dawson Dumermuth & Raegan 
Huberty ...  6-8yr:  lst - Brady Potter & Nell Gardner, 
2nd: Sam W & Charley Davis, 3rd - Hunter Dumermuth 
& Sydney Hahn ...  9-10yr: 1st - Vincent Toscano & 
Delaney Dumermuth, 2nd - Blake Vanek & Haley Hahn, 
3rd - Gavin Zaun & Maren Mielke

TURTLE RACES
LARGE: Mel Susa, Rosenthals
MEDIUM:  Cal Papke, Colton Hughes
                  Dawson and Exie
SMALL:  Gavin Zaun, Maren Mielke,
               Charlie Davis 



  ...   Marty Noonan

LANDSCAPING   •   RETAINING WALLS 
•  ROCK SHORELINES   •   BRICK PAVERS

SHORELINE RESTORATIONS + MUCH MORE

715-268-6480

omanmm@amerytel.net
MARK OMAN 805B 115th St.

Amery, Wi.
54001

LLC
CERTIFIED HEALTH COACH

C.O.P.E.

Meredith and Mark Oman

•  weight loss 
•  nutrition
•  healthy eating

Guiding P eop le to Optimal Health
715-554-0931

meredithoman@hotmail.com

The 3rd of July Light-Up-The-Lake was spectacu-
lar as usual and the fireworks were a huge 
success and well attended by an armada of boats 
and pontoons.  
The Balsam Lake Water Ski
Show on the 14th was a fun
event also in the bay in front
of Waterside Bar & Grill. 
There were row upon row of boats and pontoons 
arrayed outside the show area.  Many of you took 
advantage of the cool waters for a dip in the lake 
and enjoyed the party atmosphere.

The 4th of July midweek celebration had some 
weather wrinkles.  The Boat Parade on South 
Wapogasset was switched to the 5th because of 
rain on the 4th.  There were fewer boats, but a 
fun parade.  See the list of winners in The Lake 
Scene.  The festivities at Garfield Park were also 
hampered but the kids had a great time racing 
around and cheering for the turtles.  

In Lake News, the Weed Harvester has removed 
a big crop of the curly weed from our shores.  
The Harvester is through for this season and a 
final report will be given at our August meeting.

Rick Bazille reported that over 100 hours were 
worked at the Garfield Park landing monitoring 
for invasive species.  Rick, who announced his 
retirement from the CB/CW Committee in 2016 
is STILL looking for a lake resident to take over 
this very important position.  WBT is actively 
recruiting for someone to volunteer to take over 
his position.  Thanks, Rick for a job well done.  
Please contact me for what this position entails: 
715-268-5640. 

Congratulations to the 300 Club Winners for 
$100 each at the July 14th meeting.  See the full 

The location and condition of 
65 signs marking Neighborhood 
Watch areas around WBT were 
documented at the beginning of 
July.  The Neighborhood Watch 
Committee will meet to discuss 

list in The Lake Scene. 

Deputy Jeff Hahn suggests that if you witness 
or are subjected to dangerous or reckless opera-
tion on the lake, call 911 and video the event with 
your smart phone or camera if available.  Video of 
a complaint is admissible and can be used by the 
Polk County Sheriff’s department.

August looks like it will be a beautiful month on 
the lakes weather-wise.  I look forward to meet-
ing more and more lake residents as the summer 
progresses.  

See you on the Lake.                   Marty Noonan 

CHECK IT OUT. . .  Just East of
Amery off County Rd. F ... you’ll discover a place 
unlike anything you’ve seen before ... the SAWMILL
 PIZZA & BREW SHED in Clear Lake.  TRUST ME 
... you just have to check this place out!  Try the 
July special pizza “Sir Basil’s Berry Pizza” (olive 
oil, strawberries, fresh mozz, basil, italian cheese, 
balsamic glaze) or “Spicy Jameese” (tomato sauce, 
strawberry jam, sriracha, cheddar and pepper 
cheese).  Be sure to stop by the “brew shed” to try 
their custom brews (my daughter Kristin designed 
their label!)  Only OPEN Sundays: noon - 7p
        Info: facebook.com/sawmillpizzabrewshed 

recommendations for replacement of signs.  
Polk County Law Enforcement warns residents 
to keep storage sheds securely locked.  Contact 
local law enforcement if you observe suspicious 
activity around storage sheds or notice your locks 
have been tampered with.      ... by Joel Anderson



          Wed.-Sat. 4-close  Sun. open at 10a.

• FRIDAY NITE FISH FRY
• SATURDAY NITE PRIME RIB
• SUNDAY BREAKFAST - BELGIAN WAFFLES
                    FEATURING AGED BLACK ANGUS  STEAKS

On Pike Lake ... just one mile North of Amery on Hwy. 46 - 1/2 mi. West on Cty. Rd. H 

268-8774

AUG. HOURS: Fri: 3-6p   Sat: 10-5p  Sun: 11-5p

cont from P3

  Pontoon
  Rentals
 Available

Editor’s Note:  If you have a lake friend 
or neighbor with a good sense of humor 
that you’d like “spoofed” in the Phantom 
Phishermen column, please email kathy@
lakewpaogasset.com”

           Hours: 
Thursday:  4p - 9p
Fri & Sat:  11a - 10p
Sunday      11a - 4p

Come check us out and enjoy 
a pint on our beautiful patio 

or in our great taproom

www.ameryaleworks.com  •  follow us on 

588 115th St. Amery WI
715-268-5226

WBT APPAREL

Note: Give me a call if you need something mid-week 
(even if it’s just treats for the kids) ... if I’m home, I’d 
be happy to open the store for you.  REMEMBER ...the 
Marina will be closed if weather is nasty ... call ahead.

KATHY’S CELL: 715•497•0200 OUR READERS ASK ...

Bear Trap’s Tim “Hook-em” Henningsgard asks, 
“How do I fish Crappies this time of year.       
Well, Tim, common fishing wisdom tells us they’re 
deep and out of the heat.  and they are.  But 
they also may be in the weeds seeking shade and 
little minnows.  Try casting a tiny spinnerbait 
with a red and white jig over the weeds on your 
ultra-lite rod. 

WE ASK THE READERS ...

Back at you, Tim:  Sitting in your boat on a lovely, 
calm, blue-sky morning, with maybe just a slight 
breeze and temps in the low 70’s ... do you ever 
wonder if the fish are laughing at you? 
  

COMING NEXT ISSUE ... 

Another Phantom exclusive!  Jim Fall shares his 
techniques for retrieving those favorite lures
that you’ve hung up on a snag again. 

Check out
our BACK
WALL for

SUMMER CLOSE OUTS ... Buy 1 at regular $$$ 
get your 2nd item for 50% off! 

NEW

FALL

APPA
REL

• soft / cozy
   sherpa vest
• charcoal 1/4
   zip
• heather charcoal 1/4 zip   
• Mort’s Marina hooded sweat
        
  

  Note:  We have 
lots of sweatshirt    
      choices in 
XXL and XXXL!!

KOOZIES ... 
celebrating the 
Marina’s 40th!

“get yours 
before they’re 

gone”



                            michael park
                                amery, wi

August 17  - 7:00p
                  VIVA KNIEVEL 
     “Nancy and the Backwood Boys”   5:pm - 7:pm

           

MUSIC               RIVERon the

FREE

       BEER   •   WINE   •   FOOD VENDORS

IN AMERY:

August 18 - 5 - 7:00p

BBQ  PIE  ICE CREAM SOCIAL
Where:  Amery High School Cafeteria

MANY

HOMEMADE 

PIES

Enjoy the
Amery High School
Pep Band Music at

6:00 pm

preceeding Miss Amery Talent Show

FOR SALE:   John Deere
Gator -  battery powered 
riding tractor for kids - Per-
fect condition -Incl. bat-
tery.  $200.00.  See it at the 
Marina or call Kathy - 715-
497-0200

  AMERY DOG PARK - coming soon!
   ... by Karen Odegard
Friends of the Amery Dog Park have been work-
ing towards the goal of creating a dog park in 
Amery.  Land for a park has been donated by the 
City of Amery on the corner of Griffin Street 
and Minneapolis Avenue (near the Amery School 
Complex) This park will have free access, be open 
year-around and will have free on-street park-
ing.  Currently the Friends of the Dog Park need 
to raise funds for fencing.  There are many items 
we will need but once fencing is purchased, the 
dog park can be up and “running”  Watch for more 
information in the Amery Free Press and The Lake 
Scene.  Contact Gregg Rochester - 715-268-8346 
in you’d like to help support this effort or want 
more information. 

LAKE WAPOGASSET BEAR TRAP
SANITARY dISTRICT         

... David & Heidi Erspamer
In response to his friend who commented that 
our lakes sound like a lot of fun, Bear Trap 
resident Fred Norenberg made our day with his 
4th of July Holiday week Facebook post.  The 
Sanitary District really appreciates Fred’s shout 
out!! 

As lake residents, we owe a debt of gratitude to 
the men (Sanitary Board members: Don Jansen, 
Wayne Lindberg, Robert Voosen and Hank Sny-
der) who had the foresight in the 1960’s and 
‘70’s to undertake the ambitious project of 
constructing a central sewer system around 

cont. next page



Ryan: 612.875.7502              Kathy: 715.497.0200 
www.LakeWapogasset.com

   ... celebrating the joy of lake life

visit

         

1060 Riverplace Mall • Amery WI
          715-268-HOME

WE DO IT ALL!
•   Custom Cabinetry
•   Countertops
•   Flooring
•   Window Treatment
•   Wallpaper
•   Kitchen and Bath Fixtures

   Professional Sales and Installation
      SHOWROOM HOURS:
Mon-Fri: 9a - 5p   Sat: 10a - 1p

TIME FOR A NEW DOCK???  Check this one 
out by the Narrows ... or see another one on 
display at the Marina.  Call RYAN for more 
information on DH Docks and Track systems.

RYAN: 612-875-7502

$348K

If you’ve been thinking about selling, NOW IS THE 
TIME!     Give Ryan a call to stop by to do a FREE Mar-
ket Analysis and  discuss this active market!    

Bear Trap Bay Lot  - SAND      830 130th  large level lot       

sold
sold

sold sold

855 Rumpca Drive
log interior accents
... fully furnished

our lakes.  Pollution from sewage draining 
directly into the lakes from failed septic 
systems needed to be addressed and these 
men took on this incredible challenge.  Not 
everyone on our lakes saw the need for a 
sewer system.  Many property owners were 
unhappy with having to abandon their pri-
vate septic systems (at their own personal 
cost), and also angry that their yards would 
be torn up as part of the sewer installa-
tion process.  These farsighted commis-
sioners faced tremendous resistance and 
opposition every step of the way, including 
lawsuits and personal threats made against 
them.  Forty years later, we have these 
men to thank for our beautiful, clean lakes.  
For additional information on the history 
of the Sanitary District, please check out 
our website at www.wapobear.com.

In addition to being able to “FLUSH 
AWAY”, we also agree with Fred that 
Wapogasset & Bear Trap are pretty FUN 
lakes!!  The Fourth of July is a great 
holiday to spend here - with lots of activi-
ties and an amazing FIREWORKS display!!  
A very big THANK YOU to everyone who 
donated to this year’s display (see insert).  
We had a record year for donations and 
even had some substantial donations from 
non-lake residents who visit the lake every 
year over the 4th.  Your donations make 
this happen, so again, thank you!! ... and 
thanks, Fred, for making my day!

SANITARY DISTRICT
                        ... continued from Pg 7

Accepted offer

Accepted offer

Accepted offer


