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CALENDAR OF EVENTS - AUGUST

 36th Year of Publication

Aug. 6, 13, 20, 27    Bible Camp Worship on the  
                               Beach - 9:20            
Aug. 12  Annual Meeting - YMCA -Welcome Center
Aug. 18  Music on the River - Amery - see Pg. 7

Aug. 17-18   WCCO - Going to Amery Event
Aug. 19   Kids’ Day at the Marina
Aug. 26   Water Ski Show - 3-4pm
Amery Farmers’ Market every Mon 3p-6p Sat 9-noon  

AT THE MARINA

WHEN:  August 19th
Time:  Noon until 3:00pm

KIDS’ DAY

the

LAKE WAPOGASSET BEAR TRAP ASSOCIATION

ANNUAL MEETING
SATURDAY - AUGUST 23, 2017

                       YMCA Camp Icaghowan - Welcome Center - 3 miles North on Cty. C 

TIME:   8:00 - Come for coffee and conversation
             8:30 - Meeting begins - Agenda:  Reports of Officers and Standing Committees - 
 discussion of projects - adoption of a budget for 2018 - education: CBCW display of 
 invasive plants - member input: comments or concerns - election of officers.

Slate of Officers:  President:  Marty Noonan   1st Vice-President:  Dave Nelson
        2nd Vice President: Mark Jacobson  Secretary:  Michelle Buron
        Treasurer:  Doug Drake   At Large Executive:  Barry Eklund
        At Large Executive:  Jim Andersen

BALSAM LAKE SKI CLUB on WBT 

 AUGUST 26th
      3 to 4pm

    by Waterside 
      Bar & Grill

... see details Pg 5



NOTICES:

•  SUPPORT YOUR LAKE ASSOCIATION:   
Join TODAY by sending dues to:  Wapogasset Bear 
Trap Association, Box 345, Amery, WI.  54001 ... Go 
to wbtlakes.com  or lakewapogasset.com /Assn pg. to 
print out a copy of the 2017 Membership form    

OPEN:Thur 4p-2a  Fr-Sa-Su:11a to CLOSE 

715.268.5005

THE LAKE SCENE” is published for Lake Wapogasset 
and Bear Trap residents and will be delivered to your 
door by Lake Association Trustees on weekends of:

 May 27 , June 24, July 29 and Sept. 1.  
 Copies are available at the Marina or can be seen 

ONLINE at LakeWapogasset.com

WBT Lake  Improvement Association
MEMBERSHIP TOTALS

SECCHI DISK READINGS
DATE:       7-19-17     7-26-16
Wapo:            11’            3.5’
Bear Trap:     11’            9’

Editor: .................................... Kathy Mortensen 
     kathy@lakewapogasset.com  715-497-0200
Contributors:
  The Phantom Fishermen .. ????? & ?????
  Lake Association:  ............. Marty Noonan, Pres.
                               ............ Committee Chairmen   
Sanitary District ................ Dave Erspamer

THE LAKE SCENE

Happy Hour Specials 3-6p
Entertainment* every Thur-Fri-Sat

2017 461

   Check out events on FACEBOOK!

07-21-2017
07-21-2016451

Temp:        W  76.3             80.2
                BT  77.2              80.8
Dissolved Oxygen:
                 W    8.9               11.7
                BT    8.6               9.0

Notes:  As you have probably noticed, the lake is 
clearer than last year at this time.  The Secchi 
Disk measured 7 feet in Wapogasset and 11 feet 
in Bear Trap.  This compares to 3.5 feet and 9 
feet respectively last year.  Note:  The 2016 test 
data was taken 7 days later.  

•  CONGRATULATIONS to the following WBT 
Trustees/neighborhoods for 100% membership!!!
 • Mark Jacobson - Manitou Pt
 • Merle Gust - Manitou Pt & Haney Addn. 
 • Karen Ohm - Guanella Beach
 • Bob Whitman - Buzzetti Park

CLEAN BOATS 
      CLEAN WATERS
                       ... by Rick Bazille

In late June, thirteen 
zebra mussel sampler plates 
were placed at various loca-
tions around our two lakes.  
This begins our new early 
detection program.  Every 

3 weeks or so, volunteers will pull these plates 
from the water to check for signs of zebra mus-
sels.  Volunteers Mark Jacobson and Rick Bazille 
were trained in the inspection method by a rep-
resentative from U.S. Fish and Wildlife. 

New pesticide treatments have been used on some 
lakes with limited effectiveness.  Until a real 
solution is found, our best defense is the pre-
vention of infestation.  

Plan to attend the annual meeting on August 
12th  We will have zebra mussel samples, as well 
as samples of other aquatic invasive species and 
information on display.

300 CLUB WINNERS - JULY

Congrats to these lucky winners;

Pat Teiken Craig Cook
Joe Schult LeeAnn Overman
Doug Drake Ramona Huppert
Tom and Deb Campbell



  

nrtree.com

Commercial • Residential
New Richmond, WI

• Pruning of deciduous,
   conifers & shrubery
• Removal of dead or
   undesirable trees
• Cabling for structural
   weakness

• Climbing hard to
    reach trees
• Turf friendly
     stump grinding
• Wood chip delivery
• Brush Removal

TRADE LAKE CANVAS

CUSTOM BOAT & LIFT COVERS
    ALL CANVAS REPAIR 

  MARINE UPHOLSTERY

  715-371-0012 Luck, WI

PHANTOMS 2017 SPLASH 3 of 4

WHAT’S BITING ...  

Besides mosquitoes?  Lots!  In fact we were talk-
ing about this recently with Dr. Ed Hagen and his 
wife, Denise.  Ed is a physician who now special-
izes in nutrition while Denise is a yoga instructor 
(when we were first introduced we thought she 
said Yoda instructor and asked if she knew Luke 
Skywalker - but after a few puzzling and awkward 
moments, she spelled out Y-O-G-A ... oops).  Any-
way, Ed told us he was on the lake and both he and 
a fish were stunned to find they were connected 
by a line.  That was pretty deep and kind of ended 
our conversation with Ed.  In the meantime, we 
told Ed and Denise that some big(er) Northerns 
(5 lbs plus) have been taken over the weed tops 
on white spinnerbaits with red eyes.  If you have 
one of these, you should try letting it sink to the 
bottom off a weed edge and quickly bring it back 
to the boat.  We also mentioned to them that our 
Walleye stocking program over the past years has 
been paying off.  Legal fish (15” and over) have 
been taken in both lakes.  We’ll remind readers 
that the limit is 3 fish on Wapo and 5 on Bear 
Trap with this caveat:  Why not release every-
thing and let them grow to 20 inches?

BAIT BUILDER IS A BUSY GUIDE AND... 

...when he’s not guiding fishermen, he’s a bait-mak-
er!  Yup, Dave Christenson has opened his pro-
prietary line of soft scented plastic lures called 
Dave’s Wedgees.  Dave:  We thought maybe you 

might have considered another 
product name, since you were 
the king of that sort of similarly 
named activity in your high school 
locker room.  Anyway, these are 
Bass baits (versus Muskie meals) 

and have been per-
forming really well!  
You can find these 
on daveswedgees.
com -  or in your local 
locker room for the 
other kind.  

WHERE HAVE ALL THE PANFISH GONE...

... long time passing?  Well, this time of year, 
the big Sunnies will probably be hovering deeper 
(8-12 feet and maybe in 20 feet of water) and 
are hungry for worms and small leeches.  Crap-
pies will be harder to find, and if you can’t find 
‘em deep, try tossing a tiny spinner tipped with a 
Crappie minnow in 6-10 feet of water, and keep 
moving around. 

MARINA OFFERS NEW SERVICE...
Certainly surprising no one (except us) Marina 
Mom, Kathy, has launched (heh heh) a new ser-
vice called the “Marina Uber People Mover.”  This 
new tractor-trailer powered conveyance will pick 
you up anywhere within 750 feet of the Marina 
and drop you at the store!  If you want a ride, 
better book one soon because the demand for 
the People Mover has been so terrible that it’ll 
probably be discontinued in a matter of hours.



Marty Noonan

Healthcare Services & Everyday
Needs From People You Know 

Amery’s Full-Service Pharmacy & Full-Line Drug Store

In the Heart of Downtown Amery
715-268-8121

www.chetjohnsondrug.com

Specializing in Old-Fashioned Ice Cream Treats
Fresh Ground Espresso Drinks 

and Gourmet Coffee  
Downtown Amery - next to Chet’s

Open Daily Until 10:pm
present coupon for .50 off any item over $1

clip coupon

clip coupon Exp. 12/17

clip  coupon

. .  F IREWORKS . . 

LIGHT - UP - THE - LAKE  ...  

715.263.3796
cell: 715.491.0435      Gary Bruce  

5K RUN or WALK:

New Construction • Remodeling • Additions             
 • Siding • Roofing • References • Insured

... on the afternoon of July 22nd, Ethan was back in the BAY with up to 50 boats/pontoons gathered 
around the music barge.  Lines of pontoons were tied together ...  and people on floaties, lilypads, and 
a big yellow duckie enjoyed another delightful afternoon in and on the water.    A big THANKS! to 
George H, Mort’s and LLR for bringing Ethan back!  

We did it AGAIN ... our fire-rimmed lake was as spectacular as ever!

WOW !!!... just when you think it can’t get any better ... IT DOES!!!   
THANKS to all the WBT residents who sent in donations - plus the Sani-

tary District for coordinating the event and the Bible Camp for providing the perfect “launch site” .   

by: Ann Gardner
For the 35th year, the Wapogasset Bear Trap Run took place on July 4th with 144 runners and walkers 
participating.  The WBT Lake Association President, Marty Noonan started the race honoring Karen 
Ohm who began this tradition in 1982 at Mort’s Marina.   Thank you to all of the volunteers who helped 
to make the event happen.  Thank you to the Stower Seven Lake Trail Association for hosting the race 
on the trail and to Dick’s Super Valu for donating water.  Contratultions to all participants.  Here are 
the top finishers:  1st Place: Marty Stevens - Anna Grote  ...  2nd Place: Jacob Brown - Alena Tofte ... 
and 3rd Place:  Rob Class - Rachel Ulrich

GARFIELD PARK EVENTS:  by Karen Ohm 
It was another memorable 4th of July long weekend.  The weather was perfect for the childrens’ 
events at Garfield Park.  Over 100 dashed their way along a balloon and parent-filled trail.  The top 3 
runners in each heat were awarded medals:  Renee Falkowski, Tyson Chirico, Kate Kelly, Corban Blan-
toa, Delaney Dumermuth, Charlie Wielinski, Decklan Hyden, Riely Lijewski.  Next event was the TUR-
TLES, where Small - Med - and Large Turtles battled for the finish line (a.k.a. waterski ropes.)  The 
top 3 were given trophies - winning families: Rosenthal - Mielke - Ulrich - Chumbley and the owners 
of ‘Freedom” and ‘Smash”.  A favorite (yummy) event for all was the CAKE WALK.  Thanks to all who 
donated treats!  The final event of the day was the BOAT PARADE ... the route headed north past the 
Waterside where patrons helped judge the 20+ floats.  The Weed Harvester lead the way  (see pg  4 )          

WBT’s 4th of July CELEBRATION began on July 1st with MUSIC in the BAY ... a new event brought 
to you by The Marina and Lake Life Realty.   Ethan Borgstrom ... a One-Man-Band ... kept boaters 
entertained from 6p to 9p, as they gathered around the ‘music barge’ and listened to music ranging 
from Rock ... to Folk ... to Blues!   Throughout the weekend, residents stopped by the Marina telling 
us how much they enjoyed the event and asking how we could get Ethan back again.   And so it was!



  ...   Marty Noonan

LANDSCAPING   •   RETAINING WALLS 
•  ROCK SHORELINES   •   BRICK PAVERS

SHORELINE RESTORATIONS + MUCH MORE

715-268-6480

omanmm@amerytel.net
MARK OMAN 805B 115th St.

Amery, Wi.
54001

LLC
CERTIFIED HEALTH COACH

C.O.P.E.

Meredith and Mark Oman

•  weight loss 
•  nutrition
•  healthy eating

Guiding P eop le to Optimal Health
715-491-7195

Wow, what a spectacular 4th of July Celebra-
tion on Wapogasset Bear Trap!  The Light-Up-
The-Lake and Fireworks display was spectacular!  
The donations from lake residents, the Sanitary 
District and local businesses paid off with one 
of the greatest displays in recent memory.  On 
the 4th of July, almost 150 runners showed up at 
the Stower Trail Head for the 5K run - and the 
Kids Events at Garfield Park were well attended 
by kids and turtles alike.  Later that afternoon 
our Big Blue Weed Harvester led the Annual Boat 
Parade on Lake Wapogasset with many fun and 
ingenious entries. 
Our Lake Association Meeting on July 8th was 
well attended and Polk County Conservation War-
den Pete Wetzel spoke about various areas of 
interest for lake residents.  I will recap that in 
another part of The Lake Scene. (see Page 7)  

In other lake news ...  Mark Rosen and Ali Lucia 
will be visit-
ing Amery on
August 17-18.
Specific plans 
are still being
formulated by
the station
and the city
of Amery’s Economic Development Corp.  Watch 
our website for further iniformation. 
Each year we hold our Annual Meeting in August 
to elect the next years Executive Board.  The 
meeting on August 12 is open to all members of 
the Association.  The slate of Officers is shown 
on the cover of this issue of The Lake Scene
Mark your calendars for August 26th for the Bal-
sam Lake Water Ski Show at the bay in front of 

the Waterside Bar & Grill.  Best 
viewing will be by boat or pontoon 
outside the marked performance 
area.  The ski team travels with 
three tow-boaters, a portable 
ski jump, a 31 ft. pontoon barge 
and an equipment trailer with 
skis, ropes, sound equipment and 
costumes.  They also set a buoy 

perimeter for the show course and work with 
the Polk County Sheriff’s Water Patrol to keep 
the skiers and spectators safe.  The one hour 
show will start at 3pm with a rain delay up to 
7pm.  Please check our website for more infor-
mation.  This is an excellent exposure to the 
sport of water skiing for our lake residents and 
their children.  Brought to you by Waterside Bar 

WATER
   SKI
SHOW

& Grill and your Lake Association. 
The Fall Social will be at the YMCA Camp Icag-
howan on Saturday, September 30.  Details to 
follow.  This is open to all members.  Come out to 
meet and socialize with your lake neighbors and 
enjoy the fine cuisine of the YMCA kitchen.

See you on the lake!                ...  Marty Noonan

BOAT PARADE  (cont. from Page 4)

and received many votes!!   
The WINNING ENTRY was  “WORLD PEACE” ... 
entered by the Zwakman and Birt families.  

2nd Place:  Pirates - Antolak Family
3rd Place:  Crazy Train - Gackstetter Family



          Wed.-Sat. 4-close  Sun. open at 10a.

• FRIDAY NITE FISH FRY
• SATURDAY NITE PRIME RIB
• SUNDAY BREAKFAST - BELGIAN WAFFLES
                    FEATURING AGED BLACK ANGUS  STEAKS

On Pike Lake ... just one mile North of Amery on Hwy. 46 - 1/2 mi. West on Cty. Rd. H 

268-8774

     Look for the FLAG 
         ... when it’s flying, we’re OPEN

 New:  715-268-6678

AUG. HOURS: Fri: 3-6p   Sat: 10-5p  Sun: 11-5p

cont from P3

  Pontoon
  Rentals
 Available

Service starts at 9:20 ... bring a chair       
 and come early for coffee & goodies

You’re INVITED  ...  to “Boat-In” worship service
 on the beach at the Bible Camp every SUNDAY 

thru Labor Day wknd

Editor’s Note:  If you have a lake friend 
or neighbor with a good sense of humor 
that you’d like “spoofed” in the Phantom 
Phishermen column, please email kathy@
lakewpaogasset.com”

           Hours: 
Thursday:  4p - 9p
Fri & Sat:  11a - 10p
Sunday      11a - 4p

Come check us out and enjoy 
a pint on our beautiful patio 

or in our great taproom

www.ameryaleworks.com  •  follow us on 

588 115th St. Amery WI
715-268-5226

WBT APPAREL
Our heartfelt “THANKS” to everyone who 
help keep the doors to the Marina OPEN by 
buying  GAS ... WBT apparel ... WBT gift 
items ... Beer - Pop ... and yes, even ice cream 
and candy for the kids!   Just want you to 
know that you are VERY MUCH appreciated!  

Note: The Marina will be closed if weather is nasty ... 
call ahead - or look for flag - to see if we’re OPEN!

WHEN YOUR EYES ARE BIGGER THAN YOUR 
MOUTH...
Ray Quint sent this in wondering if our big 
toothy fish have found some competition in the 
food chain.  He said he separated these two Bass 
and the larger one swam away ... probably looking 
for a Muskie!

COMING NEXT ISSUE...

The strategy behind renaming our bathrooms 
“Jim” instead of “John.”  (Hint  we can now tell 
everyone we get up every morning to go to the 
Jim.)

  BASS
EATING
  BASS

Thanks so much for all the posi-
tive comments regarding MUSIC 
in the BAY!    If you missed Ethan 
on July 22nd and don’t want to 

miss another performance, just send us your email 
address ... OR ... if you’re active on FACEBOOK, go 
to our Mort’s Marina ‘facebook’ page and ‘like us’ 
... either way, you’ll receive notices of any future 
MUSIC in the BAY events.   Email to:  kathy@
lakewapogasset.com
We’re hoping to get Ethan back again in August or 
over Labor Day weekend.  If you enjoyed his pre-
vious performances and would like to leave Ethan 
a “tip” or  donate to a future event you can drop it 
off at the Marina ... look for the “BRING ETHAN
BACK” bucket at the counter.    

AND MORE



      BUY • SELL • TRADE

RECIPES

                            michael park
                                amery, wi

August 18  - 7:00p
       LAMONT CRANSTON 
         “The STOGIES”  from 5:pm - 7:pm

           

MUSIC               RIVERon the

FREE

       BEER   •   WINE   •   FOOD VENDORS

FOR SALE: John Deere Gator battery powered 
riding toy - $125.00 and John Deere Tractor rid-
ing toy $75.00  Contact Randy 651-270-7063.

FOR SALE:  1965 14’ Alum. Lund fishing boat in 
good condition with 10hp Merc motor.  Runs good 
- No trailer - $500.00  612-414-8786.

FOR SALE:  Mercruser Black Max aluminum prop 
for I/O Alpha 1 outdrive.  Part #4883183 2A45, 
14-1/4” x 21” 3 blades RH rotation - New in box.  
Call Jim 651-260-3517.

FOR SALE:  2000# cantilever boat lift $1500. 
with canvas heavy duty top,  924 Sunrise Beach 
612-670-2977.

FOR SALE:  Kids Water Skis - Kidder $40 - 
Perfect starter skis - has notch to tie together.  
Gently used.  Kim 612-741-1122.

WANTED:  Cabin to Rent - 2018 - Call 651-815-
3553 - Diane.

CONSERVATION WARDEN
     ADDRESSES LAKE ASSOCIATION
                                WBT Association July 8, 2017:

Peter Wetzel is one of the Conservation Wardens 
and has responsibility for Wapogasset and Bear 
Trap Lakes within his jurisdiction.  He wanted to 
be proactive and provided the following briefing on 
topics of interest to those who use our two lakes.  

AQUA THRUSTERS
... or similar pieces 
of equipment are 
sold to reduce 
weeds and keep 
shoreline areas use-
able.  These units 
generate currents 
through props 
located on shafts 
that go under water 
and create water 
flow.  Putting them 
on a lake and not properly using them can damage 
fish habitats as well as create other problems.  
The DNR considers this may be a form of ‘dredg-
ing’ which can also adversely affect lake habitat. 
(Fine: $1,500. to $1,700.00)  If they are used, 
they MUST be run so that the equipment DOES 
NOT affect the lake bottom     (cont. on Pg. 8)

    CILANTRO LIME RICE
2 Tbsp Olive Oil
1-1/2 c. basmati long grain white rice
1 clove garlic - minced
2-1/4 c. water               1 tsp salt
zest of one lime            3 Tbsp lime juice
1 cup lightly packed chopeed cilantro leaves
... Heat olive oil in medium pan on medium high 
heat.  Add raw rice and stir to coat in oil.  Cook, 
stirring occasionally until rice has started to 
brown.  Add garlic and cook 1 minute.  Add wa-
ter, salt and lime zest to rice.  Bring to a rolling 
boil, cover and lower heat to a very low simmer.  
Cook 15 minutes - Remove from heat and let 
stand 10 mins.  Fluff with a fork.  Transfer to 
serving bowl pour lime juice over rice and toss 
with chopped clintanto.

Kelly Mortensen



Ryan: 612.875.7502              Kathy: 715.497.0200 
www.LakeWapogasset.com

   ... celebrating the joy of lake life

visit

819 115th Street  $550K  1393 100th St.   $248K

Balsam Branch

   NEW

 400 S. 2nd St.  Suite 155   Hudson, WI          like us on FACEBOOK

www.vivifyintegrativehealth.com

715 808-8549
• achieving their wellness goals 
• developing healthy lifestyles
• reversing cronic illness 
• maintaining vitality for a lifetime

Come in and see Wapo residents Dr. Ed Hagen and wife Denise ... 
now seeing patients interested in: 

See our dock display
at the MARINA ... 
then give Ryan a 
call for more 
information on 
DH Docks and 
Track Systems.

RYAN: 612-875-7502

  ON THE MARKET NOW

Give Ryan or Kathy a call if you’re interested in 
selling ...  we have many BUYERS just waiting to 

find the ‘perfect place’ on WBT!!!

     n
ew

and must be pointed outward and NOT 
downward. 

BASS FISHING CHANGES:  Starting 
April 1st, 2018 bass regs will be changed:
Length:  0” to 14” -  Limit: 5 per person
Length:  14” to 18” - Limit: 0 - can not keep!
Length:  over 18” - Limit: 1 per person

PERSONAL WATER CRAFT: (PWC)

PWC’s must appy the “Slow/No Wake 
Zone” within 200’ from shore and 100’ from 
swimmers, other vessels, docks, piers. etc.  
Definition of Slow/No Wake:  As slow as 
possible while keeping steerage.  No Wake 
Zone applies to all boats and PWC’s. 

Peter explained that several citations were 
written over the 4th of July weekend on 
Bear Trap South Bay where several pon-
toons were anchored in the middle of the 
lake.  The Jet Skiers came TOO CLOSE 
and TOO FAST to these watercraft.   Jet 
skis do need power to steer, so the slow 
speed should be maintained so that it can 
be steered.  This is not typical with regular 
boats or pontoons. 

Other PWC rules to be aware of:
•  A person under the age of 12 may not 
operate a PWC.  A 12-15 yr. old may oper-
ate if he/she has completed a boat safety 
course that is accepted by the Wi. DNR.
•  Every person on board MUST wear a C.G. 
approved life vest. 
•  A PWC operator must always face for-
ward.
•  A PWC may not be operated between 
sunset and sunrise. 

•  To report a problem:  
  Non-emergency: 715-245-3727
  Tip Line (anonymous) 800 TIP WDNR

    708 So. Shore Drive

Listed by: Edina/Hudson
SOLD by: Ryan - LLR

ACCEPTED OFFER

   Eagle Crest Cove                TOWNHOUSES
$285K$348K


